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Wooded Church Property: Obstacle or Opportunity?


Sometimes a church can’t see an outreach opportunity for the trees. That was the case for [image: image2.jpg]


Maryland Presbyterian Church in the northern suburbs of Baltimore, MD. The church is surrounded by four acres of sloping woodland, populated by oaks and tulip poplars. Members once viewed the property’s wooded lot as a hindrance to ministry because it limited the church’s visibility in the neighborhood, but now the church is attracting new members through its stewardship ministry.


When the church went through a process to identify core values and articulate its mission for the 21st century, members realized the value of the woodlands. “Stewardship of the environment quickly emerged as a top priority,” according to Bill Breaky, a church member. “We felt compelled to live it out in the most creative and faithful way possible.”


To this end, members formed a Stewardship Action Group. “We quickly went to work restoring a nature trail and diagnosing the health of the woods,” said Breaky. New congregational traditions include an annual “Garlic Mustard Pull” to remove the non-native, invasive plants, and designated days for wearing gardening clothes to church in preparation for post-worship weeding. The land has become a gardening laboratory for members, friends and community groups to learn about creating healthy landscapes in their own yards and neighborhoods. “As our reputation grows, so has our congregation, which now attracts members from a 20-mile radius,” said Breaky. The church is currently preparing to install beehives at the rear of the woods. According to Breaky, “We look forward to the day when we can give jars of honey to visitors.”

