Environmental Education Mixes with Family Fun
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An Earth Day Environmental Fair at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Durham, NC gave hundreds of parishioners the chance to share in family fun while learning how to be good stewards. The event featured eight educational displays highlighting ways in which individuals and congregations can celebrate and protect God’s creation. 

An exhibit on energy conservation gave information on how to purchase alternative energy while a water conservation table helped parishioners reflect on a recent drought. Other displays provided information on local food and toxin-free cleaning. The Faith Formation office displayed a Creation Timeline offering theological reflection on the earth’s evolutionary history. Children created sun catchers and took home seed packets. Youth created a display on deforestation of the Amazon rainforest, teaching about the Franciscan Declaration on Forest Conservation. 


The Latino Social Justice committee prepared displays on pollution caused by the billions of tons of plastic bottles and bags that end up in landfills and oceans. They also encouraged visitors to limit purchasing bottled water and plastic tableware, and to use canvas bags. Members of the Spanish-speaking youth program demonstrated how to make and use eco-[image: image2.jpg]


friendly housecleaning products and how to save water when washing dishes. Their presentations were well received by the Latino community, and now the youth are planning an activity to promote environmental stewardship in a local Latino neighborhood.


For organizers of the fair, stewardship is an expression of faith. According to parishioner Sue Cocannon, “[They] were motivated by their conviction that being responsible stewards of the earth’s resources is an indispensable element of one’s commitment to God.” 

