How Much Difference Can Light Bulbs Make?
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Members of Zion Episcopal Church in Charles Town, WV are using electricity savings to energize their community outreach program. The church’s “Green Team” is inviting members to pledge to change their incandescent light bulbs to compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs). Then they are tallying the energy savings of the faith community—both household savings and savings by the church building itself. Members are invited to pledge the money they save for community outreach ministries. The Rev. Melanie McCarley says, “Our hope is that people will be astounded at the difference that one church can make in its efforts to be good stewards of the environment.”


The church’s tallies are inspiring indeed: the church itself has changed 210 bulbs in its facility. It expects to save $930/year and $8377 over the lifetime of the bulbs. “That’s a lot more outreach we can provide for our community,” says McCarley. In addition, over four days individual members pledged to change 575 light bulbs, which will save $2548/year and $22,938 over the lifetime of the bulbs. Total savings for the parish community: a whopping $31,316 over the lifetimes of its collective light bulbs!


The church is coupling action with education. Its recent Family Fun Night potluck, themed “See the Light—Go Green” included a green product showcase. They also screened the energy conservation film, “Kilowatt Ours” at the event.

