Governor Joe Manchin III
1900 Kanawha Boulevard, E., 
Charleston, WV 25305
Dear Governor Manchin,
The National Council of Churches would like to express our formal support for the designation of additional wilderness areas on the Monongahela National Forest.  We support the proposal released by the West Virginia Wilderness Coalition (WVWC).  We believe that each of the 15 special wild areas identified by the WVWC should be permanently protected by Congress for the benefit of current and future generations as part of the National Wilderness Preservation System

This higher level of protection will allow for a less disturbed habitat for many animals, especially those that depend on pristine streams for their survival.  Permanently protecting places like Seneca Creek, Dolly Sods North, East Fork of Greenbrier, Spice Run, Roaring Plains in addition to areas recommended by the US Forest Service will ensure that we do not eliminate these valuable native species from their remaining refuges. If these areas are not moved into permanent protective designations, the possibility for future disruption from logging operations, off-road vehicles, industrial energy development and interstate power corridors will always be present.

As an area of federal land belonging to all Americans, the Monongahela National Forrest can uniquely provide opportunities for reflection and inspiration that are becoming ever scarcer in our rapidly modernizing and developing world. We believe that carefully protecting this wonderful national forest and its wilderness-quality lands not only has a sound Biblical basis, but is also the best and most practical course of action for safeguarding the world which we will pass along to our children.

Sincerely,

Cassandra Carmichael
Director, Eco-Justice Programs
National Council of Churches
