Your Name

Your Address

Date

Your Representative or Senator’s Address (look up at www.house.gov or www.senate.gov)

Dear Representative ________________,

As a person of faith, I am concerned to learn that the Food and Drug Administration does not have the authority to regulate the personal care products industry. A number of chemicals in cosmetics products that we apply directly on to our skin such as lotion, deodorant, and makeup contain chemicals that have been linked with serious health concerns such as early puberty in girls, cancer, reproductive birth defects and fertility challenges. Women of childbearing age and children are most vulnerable. Chemicals from personal care products have also been found in the water and in other species such as dolphins, threatening the integrity of God's Creation.

Recent laboratory tests commissioned by the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics (www.safecosmetics.org) found that personal care products used daily on children and babies are commonly contaminated with formaldehyde or 1,4-dioxane – and, in many cases, both. These two chemicals are linked to cancer and skin allergies.

My faith tradition teaches me to recognize my body as sacred and that we are made in God's image (Genesis 1:26). Likewise, my faith tradition calls me to care for my body (Deuteronomy 4:9; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20) and vulnerable populations (Isaiah 61:1; Matthew 25:40). It is unjust that the very products we use to care for our bodies are not regulated for safety by the federal government. This is a threat to public health and the environment. We need oversight of the $50 billion cosmetics industry. Please stand up for the health of God’s Creation and vulnerable populations such as children.

Sincerely,

Name

